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August 29, 2006

Mr. Mark Farris, Director

York County Economic Development Board

1830 Second Baxter Crossing

Fort Mill, SC 29708

Dear Mr. Fan-is:

Thank you for your letter, which was received by this Commission on August 28, 2006. Because your

letter potentially addresses issues that are currently pending before the Commission, we are forwarding a
copy of your letter to the parties of record in Docket Nos. 2006-97-WS and 2006-92-WS.

t ?
Chief Clerk and Administrator

cc: Office of Regulatory Staff (original letter enclosed)

John Hoefer, Esquire (original letter enclosed)
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Mr. Charles Terreni
Chief Clerk Administrator
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive
Columbia, SC 29210

Dear Mr. Terreni:
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Phone (803)802-4300

Fax (803)802-4299

L .=_.._C"EULV ,EI"3

I lOG 2 200611 ]

U ECEIVEq,_

Since it's inceptionin 1976, the York County EconomicDevelopment Board has assistedwith the location
and expansion of over two hundred new businessesfor York County. Our missionis to provide capital
investment andjob opportunitiesfor our citizensthereby raisingthe per capita income levels of York
County andthe State of South Carolina.

York County has expedenced dramatic residentialgrowthover the past several years and was recently
named second-fastest growingcounty in South Carolina and in the top 100 natJonwide. Recent studies in
our region have concludedthat the costs of communityservices for residentialdevelopment versus
industrialand commercial show a looming publicinfrastructuredisaster associated withYork County
potentially becoming a bedroom community of Charlotte, NC. The acute need fortax revenue denved
from commercialand businessinvestment to offset the burdens of explosive housingis readily apparent
throughoutthe County. in order to assure a viable future for our citizens, it is imperative that we achieve
a balance of land use patterns in York County providingfor an appropriate mix of residential, commercial,
industrialand open space. The service demands created by new housingcould potentiallydisruptthis
tenuous balance if not offset by new businessdevelopment and investment.

Often, a criticalconsiderationfor many companies who look for new or expanding businesslocations
involve the relative costs of utilities,especiallywater and sewer. By comparison,documented costs for
water service provided by some private providersinYork County rank among the highest in the region.
The intense battle for new and expanding businessesin the Charlotte region requires York County to
remain competitivefor utilityservice and cost. By consistentlyranking among the highest in the region,
commercial properties located within the service territory of these providem are at a comparative
disadvantage.

While understanding the need to encourage profitabilityamong any business inYork County, it is
important alsoto consider the relative burdens of unreasonable service costsfor basic utilities. York
County Economic Development encourages the SC Public Services Commissionto exercise reasonable
discretionwhen considering rate increase requeststhat may ultimatelyworsen our impending land use
imbalance. Without remaining competitive for the benefits new and expanding businesses bring, our
community's economic future is in doubt.

Thank you for your attention and if there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
803.802.4300 or markfards@,yorkcountygov.com. Wdh best regards, I am

Sincerely, .

Director

York County Economic Development Board. 1830 Second Baxter Crossing • Fort Mill, South Carolina 29708


